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from the exploitation of the landlord and the capitalist,
a liberation which could only be made effective in the
course of the years ; but also an immediate release from
the authority of the father or the husband." In this
connection it will be interesting to quote from the
speech of Mrs. Litvinov, the .wife of the Russian ambassa-
dor in U. S. A. Mrs. Litvinov.Ian English lady) while
addressing the Women's National Democratic club ob-
served that in the first place women in the Soviet Union
did not pride themselves on being merely the wives of
prominent men.

" I notice, " she said calmly, " that at the meeting all
the women are introduced as the charming wife of
Mr. so-and-so. Even me! We don't have that in
Russia. There are no so-called " charming people/' No-
body would go to hear me speak because 1 am the wife
of an official. A Soviet woman is an individual perso-
nality standing on her own achievements, not a shadow
of her husband's importance.'' (New York Times
Magazine).

The purpose of the Bolsheviks was not emancipation
for its own sake, but the raising of women as part of the
humanity which had to be re-made. It was seen, there-
fore, that the first step in this elevation, so far as the
women were concerned, was to set them free from all
sorts of limitations, restrictions, taboos, and traditional
beliefs and prejudices. She has the freedom from
economic bondage, household and domestic drudgery, as
well as from man-weilded authority. She has the freedom
of motherhood ; she has the right to abortion ; she has
the freedom to divorce. All this does not mean that
these are encouraged; the legalising of these does not
mean that the Soviet Government advocates them. It
nearly gives women the right ty choose for themselves.